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May 8, 2025 
 
Today, the Church throughout the world, the United States, Western New York, 

and the Diocese of Buffalo, rejoices at the historic election of the first pope from the 
United States, Pope Leo XIV.  I invite all to join me in prayer for our new pope as he 
begins his ministry as the successor of St. Peter.  May Pope Leo XIV be guided by the 
Holy Spirit as he leads the Church and is a source of unity for believers.    

 

He has served the Gospel faithfully as a missionary and leader of the Catholic 
Church in Peru and devoted his ministry to the larger interests of our Church. It is a 
source of tremendous pride that in this complex and difficult age that the Holy Spirit 
has guided the Cardinal Electors to choose not only this fellow countryman, but a 
person of profound faith, broad perspective and hopeful vision.  

 

May the Lord in his infinite wisdom, abiding grace, and unconditional love, guide 
our new Holy Father as he assumes the enormous responsibilities that he has been 
chosen to bear. May he unite and inspire us to build bridges and always to see the good 
in one another, to serve the most vulnerable among us, and to proclaim boldly the Good 
News we have received as children of God.  As we all continue in this Jubilee Year as 
Pilgrims of Hope and in our commission as disciples of the Risen Lord, may the Lord 
bless our new Holy Father, Pope Leo XIV. 

 

Sincerely in Christ, 

 

Most Reverend Michael W. Fisher 
Bishop of Buffalo 


